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1. INTRODUCTION
THE TEMPTATION OF SAINT ANTHONY

The Temptation of Saint Anthony (ca. 1501) is a masterpiece within the oeuvre of Jheronimus
Bosch (c. 1450 – 1516). This painting will be the source of inspiration for the 2021 Bosch Parade.
The temptations that Bosch depicted in it are manifold in their appearance. The same can be said
of the present – our world too seems saturated with smaller and bigger temptations.
The triptych has no central scene. You could say, it is a collage of cartoon-like frames, yet without
the frames. There's much on display and various people, periods and places run through one
another. The connection between the art works in the 2021 Bosch Parade will also be more like a
collage than a linear storyline.

SOURCE OF INSPIRATION

Bosch Parade has the aim to depict the painting's essence, the questions it raises and the
connection it makes to our present society, by means of a multidisciplinary parade of art works on
water.
The questions and contemplations below form the basis of our invitation to you to submit your
designs and working concepts to the Bosch Parade 2021 Open Call on the theme of Temptation.
The keywords refer to various pictorial elements within The Temptation of Saint Anthony. The link
boschproject.org allows you to nearly infinitely zoom in on this work by Jheronimus Bosch.

The Bosch Parade 2021 theme is based on one of Jheronimus Bosch's most intriguing works.
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2. THEMES
MONSTERS
Monsters rising up from a cesspool of vice. They seem to live underneath the surface of a pool of
murky water and occasionally rise up – suddenly and unexpectedly. Could you translate this into
images or sounds?
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IDOLS
Idols are of all ages and some idols are ageless. What idols live in our age? What do they look
like? Could you transfer them into an image or a number of masks or costumes for a ball or a
ceremony?

MUTANTS / MAN-ANIMALS / MAN-LANDSCAPES /
MAN-OBJECTS
It's as if the people, animals and objects in the painting have begun to mutate because of a
chemical that's landed in the atmosphere: there's a jar with pork legs, people changing into shrubs
etcetera. Explore the sliding transition zone between humans, animals and objects. Try to portray
the mutation process. Describe in most concrete terms what your mutants must look like.
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ARCHITECTURE / RUIN/ GATEWAY TO ANOTHER REALM
The painting depicts various buildings trying to impress. They remind one of alchemy and
technological highlights.

•
•
•
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Try and think of a floating structure vainly towering up from the water in celebration and
reaching for the sky. Could performers play with it, play on the structure itself or have a
particular relationship with it? How do you envisage that?
In the centre there's a tower reminding of an exploded chemical laboratory. The ruin is just
a reminder of more prosperous times, a symbol of time and glory lost, a testimony of vanity or
violence. What do you think future ruins will look like?
The central structure has an old school futuristic feel to it, with bells and cogs, combined with
the vulnerability of nudes descending into the water. This could for instance illustrate
humanity's complex relationship with technology. Would you be able to transfer that
relationship into a captivating image?
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A SPECTACULARLY CONTEMPLATIVE LANDSCAPE
What does the landscape that a hermit would retreat to look like? Imagine a craft on top of which
that landscape is given shape. Untouched? Desolate? Lonely? A baroque desert? What range of
colours would you use?

CEREMONY
Here and there, the painting has some very peculiar temptation ceremonies: a nude woman
coming from underneath a tree with a red veil over it, a group of beings around a gambling table
and another group performing a ceremonial dance underneath a table. These ceremonies appear
to offer the insiders some sense of purpose and they exert an attraction on spectators. Try to
depict an estranging ceremony or place of seduction and incantation.
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HERMIT

•
•

What does a contemporary hermit look like? Show us how humankind resists temptation
by arming or isolating itself. In what way does humankind cling to religions, obscure theories
or ideologies?
What does current day ascesis look like?

SAINT ANTHONY’S FIRE
The painting could also be interpreted as the visions of someone with delirious fever caused
by Saint Anthony's Fire (i.e. ergotism) in which horror and temptation, decay and beauty
simultaneously manifest in the appearance of strange beings, vehicles and cyborgs. Could you
extrapolate such a vision of temptation into our present age?
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MODERN DAY SIRENS
Sirens are hybrid creatures who are said to possess a mythical power of seduction. In this painting
you can find several hermaphroditic or ambiguous personae. In your view, what would modern day
sirens look like? How would they sound?

TEMPTATION / PERSEVERANCE
The main theme in this painting is Saint Anthony's rejection of the enticements and temptations
he must endure.
Create a dynamic scene of the eternal battle between temptation and endurance, between
enticement and ascesis.
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CITY FIRE
The city fire depicted on the middle panel probably was inspired by the 's-Hertogenbosch city
fire of 1463 the then ten year old Jheronimus witnessed. As a symbol, fire not only represents
destruction but also purification and renewal.
It's tempting to think, the 1463 's-Hertogenbosch city fire was also the original spark of inspiration
for Jheronimus to become a painter.

•
•

How would you artistically shape a city fire? How can you express that overwhelming and
destructive yet at the same time rejuvenating force of fire? What kind of materials would you
think of?
The city's on fire, but the people in the neighbourhood just go on with their lives, minding their
own business.

Show us your vision on the world's current hotbeds.
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TO DEFY THE LAWS OF NATURE
What do the demons in our age look like? What type of floating or flying craft do they move around
in? The unidentified flying objects in the painting appear to defy gravity altogether. They bring all
sorts of associations with science fiction and the temptation to escape reality to mind. Can you
create a sailing craft or floating object appearing to defy the laws of nature?

SCAPEGOAT
Being confronted with misfortune or threats, humankind or the masses will conveniently look for a
scapegoat. Can you come up with a crowd scene in which the masses turn against a dissident, an
outsider? On (or in) what type of object(s) would such a scene take place?
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GIVE A SHIT
Try to express the temptation not to give a shit about anything (like authority or moral standards).

OPEN
CALL

TEMPTATION
2021
DEADLINE SEPTEMBER 1, 2020 AT 12 NOON
For answers to frequently asked questions,
please go to boschparade.nl/en/open-call-temptation

DISCLAIMER

This Inspirationdocument has been created by Stichting Bosch Parade. You are not allowed to
copy (any part of) it without Bosch Parade’s prior written consent.
For questions or comments you can reach us at opencall@boschparade.nl.

